CHAPTER VIII

STRATEGICAL SURPRISE

WE have found that the notion of security rules
tactics in & sovereign way; we have seen that it com-
mands in an undeniable manner the conduct of troops,
either when a manoeuvre has to be informed by scouting,
or guarded, or when the means of action have to be
prepared and assembled, or again when those means
have to be applied on a reconnoitred objective. The
same notion reappears in the forefront of the considera-
tions on which strategical dispositions must be based.

Where there is no strategical security, there is strategical
surprise ; that is, a possibility for the enemy to attack
us while we are not in a position to receive him under
good conditions; a possibility for him to prevent our
insufficiently protected assembly from taking place.
Further, our forces as they go into action, go astray,
.imperil themselves by taking wrong directions, owing
to lack of reconnoitring, of information, and owing to
imperfectly understanding the notion of security; an
idea which implies the art of acting not only securely
but also surely, that is, -with full knowledge of the case.

We shall establish this point with more precision by
studying an historical instance.
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THE STRATEGICAL SURPRISE OF THE 16TH OF
AUGUST, 1870 *

On August 15th, 1870, were found, on the German
side (composing the First Army), the First Corps at Cour-
celles-Chaussy; the Seventh Corps between Pange and
the Courcelles railway station; and the Eighth Corps at
Gray.

1 This instance, which will be completely studied later on, is con-
sidered here only from the point of view of the causes of the errors
which formed its dominant feature.
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